SWORD-DANCING  TO   THE   MUSIC  OF   BAGPIPES   AT  ABOYNE

Every September a Highland gathering is held on the village green of Aboyne, and
athletes and dancers come from all over Scotland to take part in the competitions. Here
we see two Highlanders doing the sword-dance, in which with great skill^ they avoid
treading on the crossed swords and scabbards. Each wears the tartan of his own clan.

James I of England. The son of the
Scottish Queen, Mary Stuart, he was a
descendant of Henry VII of England.
On the death of Queen Elizabeth, he be-
came king of England, after he had been
king of Scotland for many years. It was
not until the eighteenth century, however,
that the two kingdoms were really made
one by the Act of Union. Even after that
the fierce loyalty of the Scots to the fam-
ily of the Stuart kings caused terrible
bloodshed, for they supported first James,
the Old Pretender, and later, Bonnie
Prince Charlie, both of whom tried to re-
cover the throne of their ancestors.

The beauty of Scotland lies in its
mountains and forests, its wide moors and
narrow lakes, the largest of which is Loch
Lomond, twenty-two miles in length. It
has been said of northwestern Scotland
that the "sea is all islands and the land all

lakes," and a map proves the truth of this.
The myriad islands off the coast are bar-
ren and rocky, but often picturesquely
beautiful. Hundreds of people visit
Arran for its mountains, Mull for its pre-
cipitous cliffs and Skye for its grand scen-
ery. Some go farther out to that great
chain of islands, the Outer Hebrides,
which lie in the Atlantic like a huge kite
with a tail to it, across the rough chan-
nel called the Minch.

One island only three miles and a half
long claims attention more than all the
rest. This is lona, where Scottish Chris-
tianity was born. The great apostle Co-
lumba came here from Ireland and made
lona his home. Thence he wandered far
and wide over the country to bring the
light of the Gospel to the scattered people,
who, in those long-ago days were as yet
quite wild and barbarous.
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